
As priests, one of our jobs is to preside at funeral Masses and more and 

more we are asked to preside over simple prayer services at the funeral 

home.  Now, to facilitate the funeral preparation we have little booklets 

with reading choices from Sacred Scripture which are appropriate for 

funerals.  When it comes to the Old Testament reading, for me anyway, 

I find the most common choice is the famous reading from the Book of 

Ecclesiastes. “For everything there is a season, a time to be born and a 

time to die, a time to plant a time to harvest, a time to kill a time to 

heal, a time for war a time for peace.” the Byrds turned the words into 

a famous song.  And for those of you humming it right now, that was in 

1965 so you just proved how old you are.   

In any case the author of Ecclesiastes is a bit of a cynic and his 

reflection on time is not actually all that positive. The opening verses of 

Ecclesiastes are almost words of despair as the sacred author sees life 

through the lens of utter futility.  “All things are wearisome; more than 

one can express; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, or the ear filled 

with hearing.  What has been is what will be, and what has been done 

is what will be done; there is nothing new under the sun.  Is there a 

thing of which it is said, ‘See, this is new’?  And so with Ecclesiastes we 

question.  Is there anything new under the sun?  Is there really a thing 

of which it is said, “See this is new?” 

Well how do we answer that question?  Is there anything new under 

the sun?  Or are we simply faced with the drudgery of the passing of 

time as we move toward death?   

Well yes, yes there is and what is new is the Resurrection of Jesus from 

the dead.  The author of Ecclesiastes comes to his cynical reflection 

because he sees in the passing of death, in the movement towards 



death nothing but futility and vanity.  He looks at his success at all he 

has accomplished and basically says, “What’s the point?”  All is vanity 

and chasing after the wind.   

But in Jesus something new has happened; death has been conquered; 

the door to life, to eternal life has been opened.  A new gift, a new 

grace has been given to God’s people.  In the Resurrection of Jesus 

earth, time, this human life has been invaded by eternity.  Through 

Jesus our mortal nature has been united with eternity.   Time is no 

longer a master that enslaves us by futility, by vanity.    

Within the Gospels the news of Jesus’ Resurrection is greeted with 

incredulity, with a lack of understanding and even fear.  (As we hear in 

this evening’s Gospel the women flee the temple for terror and 

amazement had seized them and they tell no one)  There is a shock at 

this new thing that has arrived.   A true celebration of Easter means 

that we too must enter into the shock as we absorb this new thing, this 

new eternal thing that has renewed our human existence.   

In a few moments we will witness the Baptism of the elect and after 

their Baptism we will also profess, we will renew our baptismal 

promises.  We will recommit ourselves to the new life that we have 

received in the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead.   

Is there anything really new under the sun?  Yes, yes there is, the 

Resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  This Easter let us once again allow 

the Resurrection, let us allow the newness of Easter, of new life that we 

have received in baptism to dispel our darkness, our cynicism and our 

sin as we open our hearts to the grace and beauty of eternal life.   

 


