
One of the key figures of the Advent season is John the Baptist.  And why? 

Because of his role in the Gospels of announcing the coming of the Messiah.  

When Jesus begins his public ministry, it is John the Baptist who baptizes him, 

recognizes him and tells the crowds to follow him.  Advent is the time of 

preparation for the coming of the Messiah and when he arrives on the scene it is 

John the Baptist who points him out. 

Now that being said the way John speaks in today’s Gospel is very strange.  The 

priests and the Levites are sent from Jerusalem to investigate and when they ask 

John, “Who are you”.  He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed I am not 

the Messiah.    

It is a weird way to respond.  It as if he is behaving as a guilty criminal.  Whatever 

you are accusing me of I didn’t do it.  Whoever you are looking for it is not me. 

I am reading into his response but it is as if John the Baptist perceives their 

expectations.  They are awaiting the messiah and seeing John they are beginning 

to tick off all the right boxes on the chart.  Is he the one?  But John says no, you 

must look elsewhere; you must look toward someone else.  The one is coming 

and I am not worthy to untie the thongs of his sandals.  He immediately deflects 

their search away from him. 

But will they continue their journey, continue their search towards Jesus? Will 

they, will we, recognize the one who will baptize us with the Holy Spirit?   

Our first reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah speaks of the spirit’s 

anointing.   

“The spirit of the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the oppressed, to 

bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to captives, and release to 

prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus will use this very passage of Scripture to describe 

himself and his work as he begins his ministry of teaching, healing and gathering 

disciples, as he begins his work as the Messiah, the Saviour. 

Advent is the time of preparation for the coming of the Lord, the coming of the 

Messiah.  Will we go out to meet him?  Will we allow ourselves to be touched by 

his healing grace? 



The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of joy.  “Rejoice in the 

Lord always, I say again rejoice.” 

At the present moment the normal happiness and joy of the Advent/Christmas 

season is not really there this year.  It is quite illusive.  But can we imagine for a 

moment standing before John the Baptist.  What you are looking for is not here.  

There is different joy that is at the heart of Christmas.   

It is in the one who brings good news to the oppressed, who will bind up our 

broken hearts, who will release us from our prisons.  It is the one who will baptize 

us with the Holy Spirit.  So let us rejoice as we go out to meet him.  Let us rejoice 

as we continue to wait for the appearance of the Messiah, the Saviour, our Lord 

Jesus Christ.   

 

 

 

 


