
My friends, we come to the end of the Easter Season as we celebrate the great 
feast of Pentecost.  For the most part we tend to neglect the significance of this 
Solemnity.  For really it is as important as Christmas and Easter.  

In the Jewish calendar Pentecost was a festival, celebrated 50 days after Passover, 
which marked the wheat harvest and in its religious significance it celebrated the 
reception of the Torah, the Law, by Moses at Mount Sinai.  So it is during this 
festival that the disciples have gathered together not to receive God’s law but to 
receive the gift of the very life of God, the gift of the Holy Spirit.   

As we look at our readings today we can see that they speak of the different 
dimensions of the Spirit in the lives of the Christian.  From the Acts of the 
Apostles, on the actual day of Pentecost, the Spirit empowers the mission of 
preaching and evangelizing.  The Apostles go into the streets and announce the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  In the many languages of the world they speak of 
“God’s deeds of power.” 

In our Second Reading from First Corinthians, Saint Paul describes the charismatic 
gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit.  There are a variety of gifts; there are a variety 
of services.  It is the Spirit that activates them all and to each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  Through the power of the Spirit 
we utilize the gifts and talents we have been given to build up the Church, to 
serve the common good of all.  

And in the Gospel we return to Easter Sunday, where Jesus breathes the Spirit on 
the apostles for the forgiveness of sins, “If you forgive the sins of any they are 
forgiven.” 

But today I would actually like to take a look at Psalm 104, “Lord, send forth your 
Spirit and renew the face of the earth.” 

We only have a snippet of the psalm today but Psalm 104 is a hymn of praise for 
creation.  The mountains and the seas, the valleys and the springs, the sky and the 
wind, the rains that make the crops grow and the creatures that fill the earth.  “O 
Lord, how manifold are your works!  The earth is full of your creatures.” 



However, “When you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.  
When you send forth your spirit, they are created and you renew the face of the 
earth. 

The Spirit of God fills creation with life.  When the spirit is taken away we return 
to the dust from which we came.  But God’s spirit is continually sent forth to 
renew the face of the earth.   

But as we sing this psalm today, “Lord send forth your spirit and renew the face of 
the earth”, we do so at the end of Easter.  Easter, Jesus passes through death to 
the Resurrection to new life.  Easter in the waters of baptism we enter into the 
death of our Lord in order to Rise with him.  In death we will return to the dust 
from which we were created, but we are an Easter people, the Lord is risen and 
we will rise again. 

These days of the pandemic have made life like dust.  But we are dust and to dust 
we shall return.  So as we search for life, yes we want the good things of our old 
lives back.  And many of them are good.  But it is Pentecost today and so we do 
not forget to seek the true life of the Spirit.  The life that is able to conquer death, 
the life that is able to pass through death in order to live in the resurrection to 
eternal life.  We are Christians and we believe in the Resurrection of the Dead.  
We know that life is not constrained, not contained by the dust of this earth.  We 
are an Easter people and so we pray, “Lord send forth your Spirit and renew the 
face of the earth.”   

 


