
In the Gospel of John, Jesus’ miracles are called signs.  And today’s 

miracle of turning the water into wine at the wedding feast of Cana is 

the first of His signs.  “Jesus did this the first of his signs, in Cana of 

Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” 

Now when we think about a sign, what is its purpose? Signs point 

beyond themselves, they give us direction and they instruct us.  There 

are some signs that we interpret by convention. A red light means stop.  

Some signs are natural.  We look at the sky and know that we are in for 

a storm or fair weather. Signs need to be interpreted.  

 And so in what direction does this miracle of Jesus point us?  What 

interpretation do we give this sign. Well there are a couple of things. 

The water is contained in large stone jars and was meant for the Jewish 

rites of purification.  The ritual washings which were meant to make 

sure that we paid attention to God, that we were righteous, in right 

relationship to Him.  This water has been replaced by wine, fine wine, 

the good wine of Jesus Christ.  It is through him that we become 

righteous before God that we enter right relationship with God.   

And this sign takes place at a wedding.  Marriage, is another symbol of 

God’s relationship with us.  In the Old Testament reading today from 

the prophet Isaiah we hear how God takes Israel to himself, delights in 

her and marries her.  “For as a young man marries a young woman, so 

shall your builder marry you, and as a bridegroom rejoices over the 

bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” 

So the sign of today’s Gospel should hopefully point us towards 

rejoicing. Rejoicing in God’s call to us, to make us his own, to celebrate 

because we have a place at the wedding banquet of his kingdom.   



Today’s second reading, from 1st Corinthians speaks to us of the work of 

the Holy Spirit.  But to some extent it comes at us like a job description 

or maybe an allocation of tasks. The manager is standing before us and 

handing out today’s duties.  Here you go you are in charge of teaching 

today or prophecy today and so on.   

But the question: is it a source of joy?  Is it a moment of rejoicing?  For 

most of us the movement of the Holy Spirit will be a call to serve.  To 

keep our eyes and our minds and our hearts in tune with those around 

us that need help, care, support, that need our sacrifices.  And 

sometimes we can see the Holy Spirit as a task master, it is not easy.  

But each act of service moves us closer to the kingdom of God; makes 

us righteous before the Lord.  But do we recognize it as moment of joy?  

For in each act of service, each task that the Holy Spirit activates within 

his is also an invitation to the wedding banquet of the Lord.  It is also a 

sign of the outpouring of the good wine that is served in the Kingdom 

of God.   

 


