
In my homily for the fourth Sunday of Advent I referred to Pope Francis’ 

Apostolic Letter, Admirable Signum, which he issued on the First 

Sunday of Advent this year in which he encouraged the faithful to place 

the decorated nativity scene in their homes and in public places.  

Seeing that was only 48 hours ago you will all forgive me that I have not 

found new material for this Christmas homily.   

The Holy Father asks this question, “Why does the Christmas crèche 

arouse such wonder and move us so deeply:  First, because it shows 

God’s tender love:  the Creator of the universe lowered himself to take 

up our littleness.  The gift of life, in all its mystery, becomes all the 

more wondrous as we realize that the Son of Mary is the source and 

sustenance of all life.  In Jesus, the Father has given us a brother who 

comes to seek us out whenever we are confused or lost, a loyal friend 

ever at our side.  He gave us his Son who forgives us and frees us from 

our sins.  We come to realize that so great is his love for us that he 

became one of us, so that we in turn might become one with him.” 

And these words of the Holy Father are not really new words.  The 

saints in their Christmas sermons and meditations often speak of this 

incredible gift of God that we received that first Christmas, the gift of 

God who comes to us, comes as one of us.   

Now in calling to mind this gift these sermons by Christian saints and 

preachers want us to see our special relationship with God and the 

special dignity that we all have as children of God and brothers and 

sisters of Jesus.  But do we know and understand this dignity? 

The late Father Henri deLubac was a French Jesuit priest and theologian 

in his book, The Drama of Atheist Humanism he says that we have 

stopped asking the questions,  Who am I?  Where am I from?  What is 



the meaning of existence?  What is truth?  He says that these questions 

have been replaced by the question what can I become?  I could be 

something different.  I could have been more.  I could yet be more.  

How can I make myself more?  He says this is particularly the atheist 

question, the particular atheist pursuit.   

In this context there is really no dignity in whom we are but only in 

what we can become and what we can make of ourselves.  

On the occasion of issuing this letter on the importance of the Nativity 

scene Pope Francis paid a visit to the Italian village of Greccio which is 

where St. Francis of Assisi gave the Church the first Nativity scene.  He 

and the people of the village created the scene with a manger of hay 

and animals in order to reflect on the simplicity and poverty of the birth 

of Jesus.   

When we look at St. Francis of Assisi his legacy, in part, is that of the 

preciousness and beauty of creation and especially of each human 

being.  No matter how poor, or small, or insignificant we are the 

beloved of God.  At the heart of St. Francis simplicity and poverty was a 

trust in that love above all things.   

So my dear friends let us pray for that Christmas blessing this year.  To 

look upon the Nativity scene and discover the dignity that is ours as 

children of God, brothers and sisters of Jesus.  Let us trust not in our 

own capacity to remake ourselves, our own power to become more but 

trust in the love of Him, who became less, who came to remake us in 

his image and to lead us to eternal life. 

 

 


