
At the entrance to the temple Peter speaks to those who have come to worship God. 

He tells them about who Jesus is and how the scriptures foretold of his coming and his 

death. He tells of the most important moment in the history of the world: the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. He accepts that they acted out of ignorance but tells them 

now they must repent for their sins to be cleaned away. Now they must turn to Jesus. 

John also speaks about the wiping away of sin through the sacrifice of Jesus, of Jesus 

advocating for us with the Father and the need to obey the commandments. John uses 

the term “know him.” In English we would think of the meaning as how we perceive or 

experience a person. In the original Greek the idea conveyed would be of having 

fellowship or an intimate relationship with Christ. The deeper our relationship with God 

the more we will know Him. 

In the gospel, the two disciples tell of their experience on the road to Emmaus. “How 

Jesus had been made known to them in the breaking of bread.” That He explained how 

the scriptures foretold of His mission, His sacrifice and His resurrection. They were 

telling these things to the apostles and their companions who were hiding away in a 

locked room. When Jesus appeared to them in the flesh and invited them to touch him, 

it was his way of transforming their doubts about him to faith in him and their fear to 

trust. When we receive the Eucharist, we touch Jesus and pray that he may transform 

us into a new person, that we may be moved to turn away from sin and turn to a 

deeper relationship with Him. 

We are called to convert, which means to turn to God. This is a lifelong struggle 

because we don’t like change and that is what conversion is. When things are going 

well in our lives we feel in control and it is harder to feel a need to change. When we 

turn to God we have to admit to ourselves there are things we could be doing better. It 

is when we are in crisis or sickness that we are more open to change. 

When one studies the historical context of the society Jesus lived in one can see how 

the idea of the sacrificial lamb would resonate with the people of that time. But, for us 

today, we may have a harder time understanding why all the suffering was required. 



As many of you know, my ministry is in the prison. Many of the men that I speak with 

recognize that the way they are living their lives is not working and that they need to 

change. Some pick up a Bible to while away the hours locked in the cells, others start 

reading it because of childhood memories of a better time in their lives. Whatever the 

reason the Word touches them. The scriptures, the Bible, are living words to them. 

Their incarceration means they have periods of silence alone with their thoughts and 

with God. If we can find some time for silent reading of the bible in our lives we will also 

experience the living Word. 

It is in visiting the men in the prison that I have come to a deeper understanding of why 

the suffering of Jesus was required. What the prisoners relate to is His suffering. In 

their pain they are looking for someone who will understand, really understand and 

relate to them. They find that in the suffering of Jesus.  

That is why the cross is so important. The cross in the Roman world was an instrument 

of pain and humiliation. But for us it is a sign of the good news of our salvation, for we 

know what happened on Easter morning. The resurrection of Jesus and the promise of 

eternal life for us. But it was for more than our afterlife that He suffered, it was so we 

could truly relate to God now, today, in our daily lives. 

Many people do not know what it is like to grow up poor – Jesus does. 

Many people do not know what it is like to work hard with your hands – Jesus does. 

Many people do not know what it is like to be imprisoned, or abandoned by those you 

thought you could count on – Jesus does.  

Remember, when you feel no one knows what it is like to feel as you do – Jesus does. 

This is the gift of His life and passion. No matter what we are experiencing we have 

someone to relate to, someone who understands our deepest pain. All we have to do 

is let Him help us. All we have to do is to turn to Him. 

 


