
The Gospel for this Sunday begins with the disciples saying to Jesus, 

“Increase our faith” but it doesn’t give the context for why they made 

the request. In the preceding couple of lines Jesus speaks about 

forgiveness and about leading others astray.  If you cause a little one to 

go astray it would be better for you to put a mill stone around your 

neck and be thrown into the sea.  And if someone sins against you 

seven times a day and turns back to you seven times you must forgive.  

And so hearing these challenging words the disciples, recognizing that 

they really are not that forgiving, that they don’t always give good 

example say to Jesus “increase our faith”. 

I think for many of us we hear the words of Jesus, “if you had the faith 

of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted 

and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you” in terms of the 

miraculous.  If only I had enough faith, my cancer would be gone, my 

wayward child would get back on the right path, I would win a million 

dollars.  If we only really believed then maybe the Leaf’s will win the 

Stanley Cup.  

But let’s go back to the context, living a truly virtuous life. Give good 

example-always do the right thing, so the little ones will not be 

scandalized; so the little ones will not fall. And forgiveness- if someone 

sins against you and repents- you must forgive.   

In one commentary I was reading the implication of Jesus’ words is that 

in reality the disciples have no faith. They say increase our faith- we are 

trying but we have a ways to go.  But Jesus is saying to them, “you don’t 

even have the faith of a mustard seed.”  Which then puts into context 

the parable of the slave who simply does his duty without seeking 

recognition or special recompense.   



If we had faith, really had faith we would put the commands of Jesus 

into practice, without hesitation, without fuss, without a sense that we 

have undertaken some heroic task that needs to be recognized and 

rewarded.  We have done only what we ought to have done.   

When we come before the Lord in prayer and say, “increase my faith.”  

I really need- x or y or this miracle.  Or I really just need a break because 

I am done with the bad news.  Maybe step back a moment and pay 

attention to the context of these words today.  Increase my faith- let 

me have some faith so that I can forgive, so that I can live a life of 

virtue.  Increase my faith so that I can live your commands without 

hesitation, without compromise.  No one will stumble because of me; I 

will not stumble because my faith helps me to respond in love, always 

and in every circumstance.  Increase my faith Lord; give me faith so that 

I can become the worthless slave who has done only what I ought to 

have done.   

 

 


