
Over the years I have found that at Easter time the media will often 

have some article about religion which takes a polemical form.  Jesus 

never existed, we found his grave and he was married to Mary 

Magdalene etc.  I think this year there was something about Pope 

Francis saying Hell doesn’t exist. Although I have a sneaky suspicion he 

was misrepresented on that one. 

 However, what tweaked my interest was an article that I read on Holy 

Thursday which described the results of Reginald Bibby’s latest study.  

Bibby is a professor of sociology from Alberta who specializes in 

Canadians’ attitudes about religion and faith.  In his latest survey he 

discovered some interesting statistics about belief in the afterlife.  He 

found that millenials, young adults in their 20’s, had a greater belief in 

life after death than did senior citizens.  The study also claimed that 

they were more inclined to believe in supernatural phenomena like 

angels, ghosts and communicating with the dead.  However, when it 

came to faith in God the opposite was true.  They may believe in life 

after death but they don’t believe in God.  So what’s this about? 

According to the article, it is in part due to popular culture and 

particular the entertainment industry.   Movies, TV shows, video games 

have a lot of ghost, occult, angels and demons, story lines which all 

speak about life extending beyond death.  I would also claim that we 

live in a culture in which we have been trained to believe in the power 

of the self; believe in yourself and all things are possible. If that is your 

mantra, your personal creed, it wouldn’t be too difficult to think that 

the ego, the self has within its power the ability to somehow escape 

death.  In either case life beyond the grave has little to do with God.  



Today we continue our celebration of the Resurrection on this Second 

Sunday of the Easter Season, Divine Mercy Sunday.  As we read from 

the Gospel of John today we have the account of two post resurrection 

appearances of our Lord, the first  Easter Sunday and then one week 

later the second Sunday of Easter, today.  And in these appearances 

what do we see?  Jesus offers the disciples his gift of peace.  “Peace be 

with you”.  He commissions his disciples, receive the Holy Spirit, receive 

the power of the Holy Spirit in order to forgive sins.  And there is in his 

words an emphasis that he is truly alive.  I am not a ghost, see touch, 

see the wounds, the scars of my death and know that it is I.  And on this 

Second Sunday of Easter we have the powerful encounter of Jesus with 

the apostle Thomas.  Having missed out on the Lord’s visit on Easter, he 

has to wait a week where his doubt and incredulity is challenged by the 

Lord.  “Thomas here I am, reach out and touch my wounds.” And in that 

encounter we have Thomas’ famous act of faith, Thomas’ profound act 

of worship “My Lord and my God” (repeat) He sees Jesus and he knows 

who he is, truly knows who is.   

So what does this Gospel tell us today?  The resurrection, life beyond 

the grave is not about the occult; it’s not about me; it’s about the 

worship of Jesus; it’s about God.   

In the conclusion of today’s Gospel, St. John tells us why he wrote what 

he wrote.  “But these words are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name.”  You may have life in his 

name, you may have eternal life in his name.  So we ask ourselves do 

we believe? Do we really believe?  

 


