
Dear Friends of St. Paul’s, 

This Sunday the readings will speak of love.  “As the Father has loved me so I have 

loved you; abide in my love.” (John 15:9).  “Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love.” (1 John 4: 8) Beautiful readings as we celebrate Mother’s 

Day on Sunday. 

The Word of God here so simple, so basic.  “God is love.” and “Love one another.”  

But can we take a moment to understand Jesus’ command to love? 

 A couple of weeks ago I preached a homily in which I referred to a podcast of a 

debate between Bishop Robert Barron and a young Oxford scholar who has an 

atheist vlog called the Cosmic Skeptic.  Part one was on the existence of God, and 

part two was on the reality of evil and suffering.  As I mentioned in the homily the 

young atheist was fairly open in the discussion about the existence of God, but 

was much more critical and negative when it came to the reality of evil, suffering 

and death.  If God is really love, why the suffering? Why the pain?  

As I continued to give further reflection on what struck me, my prayer led me to 

St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians.  In the fourth chapter as St. Paul 

speaks about his ministry, he declares, “we have this treasure in clay jars.” (4:7) 

We carry the death of the Lord so that His life may be visible in us.   

Real love is Christ who is the true treasure.  So often our preaching, our 

counselling, our exhortation; whether in church or outside, whether religious or 

secular; try to convince us that our own power to love is the true treasure.  The 

power of love can do all things.  But is it my love or God’s love about which I 

speak?  

When it comes to love we may preach a good message which may appear to be a 

great fervorino about what our love can do, but what we encounter is a frail 

vessel that is weak and not strong.  We can’t do all things, and our love does not 

conquer all things.  And so, there is that disappointment and sometimes even 

anger directed at us, at others, at the system, and even God (or maybe Fate for 

the unbeliever.)  

 



This 6th Sunday of Easter we will speak of love.  But let’s not be quick to gloss over 

these words.  Do we truly understand these words of St. John?  “In this is love, not 

that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins.”  (1 John 4:10) 

 

Announcements: 

 For the time being the parish office will be closed.  Please call and leave a 

message and we will get back to you as soon as we are able. 

 

  We can accept appointments for Confession and the Sacrament of the 

Sick. Please call or send an email to arrange a time. 

 

 Seminarian Daniel Naim (who was staying with us while the seminary was 
closed in January) has been assigned to St. Paul’s for the summer.  He will 
be arriving mid-May and if all goes well will be ordained as a transitional 
deacon this summer. 

 

 As we announced two weeks ago Father John and myself will be 
transferred at the end of June.  I will become the pastor of St. Mary of the 
Visitation Parish in Cambridge and Father John will become the pastor of 
St. Anne’s parish in Ancaster.   

 

Sunday Mass will be broadcast on our parish Facebook page at 

9am. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulTheApostleBurlingtonOntario/ 
 
 
 

 Masses are later posted to our parish YouTube Channel 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtcCWZCjIwHgx4D4EJI169w/videos 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulTheApostleBurlingtonOntario/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtcCWZCjIwHgx4D4EJI169w/videos

