
Banquet ____ what image comes to mind when you hear that word?  

Abundance – of food, friends, family? Laughter, feasting, joy? The word 

comes from a French word I will not pronounce because I do not want to hurt 

Pere Phillipe’s/Edward’s ears with my pronunciation. 

We are amazingly called to the Banquet of the Lord! How blessed we are! 

The first reading and the Gospel speak to us of banquets. In Prophets Jesus is 

foreshadowed as the Wisdom of God, preparing a feast. The simple are 

invited to partake. It is not the simple of mind, but the simple of heart that are 

invited. Those that recognize that worldly values are not as important as 

spiritual ones. The gifts waiting for them are bread and wine and spiritual 

insight. 

Saint Paul advises how to make use of the gift of spiritual insight, highlighting 

the rewards of moderate, faithful living. We live in unsettled times that can 

drag our spirits down and make us pessimistic. But feasting on the gifts of the 

spirit can give us joy and a lightness of heart.  

Our Gospel reading continues the Bread of Life discourse. In the last few 

weeks we have listened to Jesus’ invitation to faith; to come to Him and 

believe in Him for salvation.  

Today we hear His invitation to the Eucharist. He uses strong, basic language 

so that He will not be misunderstood. “Whoever eats this bread will live 

forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh." ___ 

“the bread that I will give …” In some translations this reads: “the bread that I 

shall give …” The important point to realize is that He uses the future tense. 

He is looking ahead. The bread that He gives is that of His risen, resurrected 

flesh. In this way He gives not just His flesh but His Body, Blood, Soul and 

Divinity. When people speak of the mystery of the Eucharist they usually focus 



on the changing of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ. But 

there is more to it than that. We also should be changed by receiving the 

Eucharist. To quote St Augustine, “Let us turn to the Lord, let us offer 

ourselves to Him and with Him and through Him, that our offering with the 

bread and wine, transformed in the Holy Sacrifice, may truly transform us too.”  

I have a confession to make to you about this homily. On Tuesday night on the 

drive home from Maplehurst prison I listened to the news on the radio and 

there was a long item on the Pennsylvania grand jury report on priest abuse. 

Despite the fact that most of what they were reporting on happened over thirty 

years or more ago it still made me feel sick in the pit of my stomach. I came 

home to put the finishing touches on my homily and felt like just deleting it. 

What did it matter? What could I say that would matter to the people who 

heard this report? I definitely did not have the wisdom to come up with 

anything meaningful. I just gave up and left it. Then on Wednesday morning I 

came to Mass, to celebrate the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It was 

not an ordinary weekday morning Mass, there was musical accompaniment, 

there was joy in the congregation as they sang the upbeat hymns and 

responded to a joyful Pere Philippe. My foul mood was erased. I wish thank all 

of you who were at that Mass for you helped me immensely. During 

communion I had the privilege of sharing my faith with people as they shared 

their faith with me, communed with me. It struck me how wise Jesus had been 

in initiating the Eucharist. This is what matters, what really matters. The 

failures of men will always be there to trouble us for we are human but in the 

Eucharist Jesus has given us temporary entrance into the divine as we share 

ourselves with Him and incredibly He shares His divine nature with us.         

Let us give thanks to our Lord Jesus for this beautiful gift. 

 


