
My friends, when we look at the Scripture readings for Sunday Mass the second 

reading and the Gospel reading, especially during ordinary time,  are normally a 

quasi-continuous reading of the Books of the Bible.  This liturgical year our Gospel 

readings, for the most part, will be coming from the Gospel of Mark.  But the Old 

Testament reading is specifically chosen to reflect the Gospel, to be in the same 

theme as the Gospel reading.   

Today’s Old Testament reading comes from the Book of Job, which is an allegory 

about human suffering.  Job, the just man, goes through incredible trials, pain and 

misery.  “Like a slave who longs for the shadow, and like a labourer who looks for 

their wages, so I am allotted months of emptiness, and nights of misery are 

apportioned to me.”   

So obviously, whoever set the readings for the lectionary wanted to draw our 

attention to suffering and to Jesus who is the healer, the one who would deal with 

the sorrows of our lives.  And that is what we see Jesus doing.  He heals Simon 

Peter’s mother-in-law and in response, the crowds come to be healed of their 

sicknesses and to be exorcized of evil spirits.   

What are the sorrows of our lives?  And how are we asking the Lord Jesus to heal 

them?  The Gospel, in addition to the accounts of Jesus’ healing work gives us 

some more insight.  For the reading tells us today two things.  First, Jesus left the 

crowds to spend the night in prayer and secondly after that night in prayer instead 

of returning to the adoring flock he declares his need, in obedience to his vocation, 

to get up and go elsewhere, to continue the mission elsewhere.  “Let us go on to 

the neighbouring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is 

what I came out to do.” 

For weekday Mass, Monday to Saturday, we have copies of Living with Christ 

missalettes, which have all the prayers and readings for Mass. And on most days 

there is a little quote from one of the Saints or documents of the Church.  One day 

this past week there was a short word from St. Thomas More.  “Earth has no 

sorrow that heaven cannot heal.”   



When we pray what are we doing?  We are listening to God, speaking with God.  

We are living our communion, our living relationship with God.  We are living our 

heaven.  Prayer brings healing for “Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal”. 

When we move out of our comfort zone, when we are faithful, obedient to our 

vocation, when we get up and go, move and continue on the path that God has 

assigned to us, what are we doing?  We are building the kingdom of God. We are 

on the road to heaven.  Getting up and moving on, fidelity to our work brings 

healing for “Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal”.   

Going back to Thomas More for a moment, he is the great martyr of conscience.  

He was the Lord Chancellor of England in the court of Henry VIII’th.  And he could 

not in good faith agree with the King’s defiance of the Church and so he was 

executed.  His suffering and the suffering he caused his family could have been 

prevented by simply tolerating the King’s edict.  Just sign here and life would have 

gone beautifully for him.  But he was true to himself, because he was true to the 

Lord.  

From prison he wrote to his daughter Margaret, “And therefore, my own good 

daughter, do not let your mind be troubled over anything that shall happen to me 

in this world.  Nothing can come but what God wills.  And I am very sure that 

whatever that may be, however bad it may seem, it shall indeed be the best.” For 

he believed that, “Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal”.   

 

 

 

 


