
In today’s Gospel we have one of Jesus’ more enigmatic sayings and 

teachings.  As the scribes listen to Jesus and see the miracles that he is 

performing they claim that he is possessed.  He is performing these 

healings, these signs through the power of Satan.  He is not of God he is 

of Beelzebul, the evil one.   

And Jesus, as he concludes his defence, says “Truly I tell you, people will 

be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; but 

whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have 

forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” (repeat) Over the history of 

the church this notion of the sin against the Holy Spirit has been 

understood in a number of ways but basically it has been understood as 

the sin of despair, of despairing in the salvation offered by God.   

Pope John Paul II in his encyclical on the Holy Spirit commenting on this 

passage of Scripture he wrote, 

“According to such an exegesis, 'blasphemy' does not properly consist 

in offending against the Holy Spirit in words; it consists rather in the 

refusal to accept the salvation which God offers to man through the 

Holy Spirit, working through the power of the Cross” (repeat) 

Father Thomas Merton in writing about despair described it as the “the 

absolute extreme of self-love.  It is reached when a man deliberately 

turns his back on all help from anyone else in order to taste the rotten 

luxury of knowing himself to be lost.  In everyone there is hidden some 

root of despair, because in each one of us there is a pride that 

vegetates and springs the weeds and rank flowers of self-pity as soon as 

our own resources fail us.  But because our own resources inevitably 

fail us we are all more or less subject to discouragement and despair.” 



But do we link pride with despair.  Pride makes us arrogant, makes us 

controlling, makes us judgemental, and makes us inflexible and 

unbending but does pride lead us to despair?   

In the Old Testament reading today from Genesis we see the 

consequence of the original sin.  Adam and Eve have disobeyed God 

and so they are afraid, they are ashamed. And so they hide from God.  

“Where are you?” says God.  And Adam replies, “I heard the sound of 

you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 

myself.” In so far that pride leads us to avoid God, to run away from 

God, to ignore God, then yes it does lead us to despair.   

On this past Friday we celebrated the Feast of the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus. This beautiful vision of Jesus given to St. Margaret Mary many 

centuries ago shows Jesus, whose heart has been wounded for us. The 

heart of Jesus is a heart that is pierced, it is bleeding, and it is a heart 

that suffers, a heart that is on fire for love of us.  And when we look at 

this image of Jesus, he is saying one thing to us.  “I am with you.” 

No matter what is happening, what pain we are experiencing, no 

matter what is going on in the world, no matter what is gnawing at me 

internally, Jesus is there.   

He knows and he understands.  There is nothing that the power of God 

cannot get us through.  

So there is no need to fight with God, to hide from God, no need to 

allow the rank weeds of self-pity to vegetate.   

For in the Sacred Heart of Jesus a humble heart that conquers our pride 

and saves us from despair, saves us from the sin against the Holy Spirit.   


