
In our second reading today St. Peter exhorts us to, “Always be ready to make 
your defence to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that 
is in you;” (repeat) What do we mean by that word, hope? 

On our rectory fridge we have a little white board to indicate when we will be 
present or away for meals. At the beginning of the week we change the date.  But 
what does a calendar mean these days.  So later today Father John will change 
the whiteboard not to read the week of May 17th but to say “The 10th week of 
quarantine.”  For many of us hope means a sign, a sign no matter how small that 
this time of isolation, of uncertainty, of fear, will come to an end. Or if not to an 
end, at least be relaxed somewhat so life can take on a more normal routine.  

When we use the word, “hope” it applies to something that we have not yet 
attained, not reached.  When we apply the word hope to the pandemic it is clear 
what we mean.  We hope for life to go back to normal.  But what does the 
Christian mean by the word ‘hope’?   

Over 10 years ago Pope Benedict wrote an encyclical entitled, “Spe Salvi”, The 
Hope of Salvation.  Christian hope is hope for salvation.  But salvation means 
what?  If we need to be saved that means some dimension of our lives needs to 
be fixed, changed, repaired, made right, healed.  Salvation is a journey from this 
state of the incomplete, the uncorrected, of the sinful, to the place where things 
have been changed, repaired and forgiven.  Hope is the virtue that keeps us 
focused, keeps us striving, and keeps us journeying to that time, place, state 
where things have been set right.   

Our Gospel today continues the reading that began last week of the Farewell 
discourse from the Gospel of John.  Today, Jesus speaks of the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, the Advocate, who will come and who will be with us forever.  He tells 
us that he will not leave us alone, that he will not leave us as orphans. “Because I 
live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, you in 
me, and I in you.”   

The Franciscan priest Father Richard Rohr had this to say about hope he said, 
“Eventually we called faith, hope and charity the theological virtues because they 



were a participation in the very life of God (who God is)… Hope here is uncreated 
because it is a communion with the one who is hope instead of the human 
creation of hopeful circumstances.  These are two different realities, as every 
believer eventually discovers.”  Hope as the participation in the very life of God 
versus the human creation of hopeful circumstances these are two different 
realities.  

So our hope is the hope of salvation and by salvation we mean sharing in the life 
of God, sharing in eternal life. In this time of the pandemic, especially as it drags 
on, it is hard to be hopeful.  Hopeful situations of human creation are hard to find.  
But the hope of salvation remains; we are not orphans; we have received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit; Jesus died but He is risen again; Jesus lives and so we live.   

 


