
In the RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, the final period 

which normally corresponds to Lent is called the Period of Purification 

and Enlightenment.  As part of this period we celebrate 3 scrutinies and 

the purpose of these scrutinies is to look at sin, to seek protection from 

temptation and evil, and to grow in the grace of conversion as the Elect 

prepare for their baptism at Easter.  As the Rite of Christian Initiation 

states, “From the first to the final scrutiny the elect should progress in 

their perception of sin and their desire for salvation.”   

Now for each of the scrutinies there is a corresponding scripture 

passage which comes from the Gospel of John and this year we will 

hear them read on the third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent.  Last 

week we heard of the Woman at the Well, this week we have the Man 

Born Blind and next week we will read the Raising of Lazarus from the 

Dead.  So in light of the RCIA these Gospels are meant to be read in 

terms of purification, enlightenment, conversion and repentance of sin.   

And I would like to focus today on what this Gospel tells us about sin.  

When we read the story of the healing of the blind man I am not sure 

that sin is the first thing that resonates with us?  We see Jesus being 

compassionate as he heals the blind man.  We see the Pharisees being 

obstinate, critical and petty.  We see the blind man coming to faith in 

Jesus.  Any reference to sin would be seen in the light that Jesus, unlike 

the Pharisees, is not a rigid legalist who nitpicks about what defines 

work and thus breaks the Sabbath law to refrain from work.     

 

But is that all it says?  The Gospel begins by dispelling the notion that 

man born blind is being punished for either his own sins or those of his 

parents.  This stems from the belief that obviously you have done 



something wrong or else God wouldn’t be punishing you.  This is 

dismissed completely by Jesus.  The blindness of this man will be about 

the revelation of God’s glory.  There is an extensive dialogue between 

the man and the Pharisees who are convinced Jesus is a sinner because 

of the miracle he has performed on the Sabbath day, the day it is 

forbidden to do any form of work.  And to digress, we read these 

passages of Scripture in which Jesus gets in trouble for breaking the 

Sabbath, or breaking the food laws, or the laws about washing, or the 

laws about touching someone who is impure and we automatically see 

him as a freedom fighter, someone who antagonizes those petty 

hypocrites who only see the rules, only the letter and not the spirit of 

the law.   

But we have to understand that for the Jewish people, the observance 

of their laws, the keeping of the Torah, the keeping of the Sabbath was 

a sign of dedication to God, their fidelity to the God who had called 

them and made them his chosen people.  God commanded them to be 

holy as the Lord your God is holy and faithful following of the Law, was 

a sign of this holiness.   

 

In many ways Jesus gets himself in trouble not because he belittles the 

law but because he usurps it in his own person.  To be faithful to God is 

to follow him.  As we listen to the interrogation of the blind man the 

Pharisees claim to be disciples of Moses, God has spoken to Moses but 

we don’t know where this Jesus comes from.  But here is the 

astonishing thing he cured my blindness, “never since the world began 

has anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind.”  Is this Jesus greater 

than Moses?  Is he greater than the law that Moses gave us?  That is 



the unspoken question.  Yes, yes he is.  No wonder they drove him out 

of the synagogue.  

The Gospel ends with the Pharisees saying, “Surely we are not blind are 

we?  And Jesus replies, “If you were blind, you would have no sin. But 

now that you say we see your sin remains.”  They are blind; they are 

sinners in their refusal to acknowledge Jesus, to follow Jesus and to see 

who he really is.   What about us?  Are we not blind as well? We may 

say we have no sin.  But do we acknowledge that sin is about more than 

breaking the rules.   Sin is a failure in our discipleship of Jesus, a failure 

in our communion with Jesus, a failure in our love of Jesus.   

 

 


