
If I were to ask you what the word Christ means as in Jesus Christ, or Jesus the 

Christ do you know the answer?  If I were to say that it means the same as 

Messiah is that helpful.  They both mean the “anointed one”.  Messiah is the 

Hebrew word and Christ is the Greek word.  To be anointed-to be lathered in oil 

was a sign, is a sign that one is chosen by God, chosen for some mission. 

We read in the Old Testament of the anointing of priests, prophets and especially 

kings.  Jesus describes his mission as an anointing; the Spirit of the Lord has 

anointed me to proclaim Good News. 

Today we are anointed at baptism, at our Confirmation and priests are anointed 

at their ordination.   

So in our first reading today we should be struck by the word of the Prophet 

Isaiah who describes King Cyrus of Persia as God’s anointed.  God has chosen him 

to free the Israelites from captivity in Babylon; God has anointed him to do this. 

God has named him a messiah. The only thing Cyrus doesn’t know it.  In fact Cyrus 

doesn’t even know the God who has chosen him.  He is a foreigner who does not 

belong to the house of Israel.   But he is still God’s chosen one. 

In the Gospel Jesus is posed a question about taxes-in any age a hot button topic.  

No matter how he answers he is condemned.  To not pay the tax would have 

been sedition for the Romans.   Because the coins claimed that the Caesar was 

Lord and God handling the money would be blasphemous to the devout Jew.  But 

Jesus doesn’t respond yes or no.  Render to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God 

what is God’s.  He pushes his accusers to see the bigger picture.  That God’s 

sovereignty is not affected by Caesar’s claims.  He challenges his accusers to go 

see beyond their narrow view.  See the works of God differently.  As you worry 

about paying the emperor’s tax the real question is what are you giving to God? 

 

 


