
 
As we look at the Gospel today it is about good economic investment.  
Each of the servants has been entrusted with a number of talents. The 
talent designated a weight of precious metal, like gold or silver and as 
such was incredibly valuable.  These slaves have been entrusted with 
incredible wealth.  And they are sent out to put this money to work.  
Two them, do a good job; they obviously take risks; they played the 
market well and they make they increase the master’s investment.  
They are praised and rewarded for their economic savvy.   However, 
one of them is exceptionally cautious. He hides the money and returns 
it to the master intact.  He is criticized, declared to be wicked and 
actually punished for not doing anything with what he has been given.   
 
Our English word talent, meaning skill, aptitude, ability comes from this 
original use of a measurement of weight. And this Gospel is a common 
passage of scripture to use with young people, for instance at an 
opening  school Mass, in order to get them to do that vocational 
discernment which will help them to put their God given gifts to use.  
Use the talents which you have been given; invest in the talents you 
have; don’t sit on them and you will reap great rewards.  The Old 
Testament reading about the good wife, reinforces this interpretation, 
as she is praised for ingenuity, hard work and using her gifts to enrich 
her family.   
 
As I was preparing for today’s homily I came across a quote from Father 
Thomas Merton in which he speaks about love.  From his book the 
Monastic Journey we read.  “Faith alone can provide sufficiently strong 
motives to make the sacrifices that love demands, for love is a matter 
of giving, not getting.  Love seeks its highest reward in its own gift of 
itself, and as long as it bends back on itself to enjoy any other 
recompense, it tends to destroy its own being and return to 
nothingness.  (repeat) 
 



The one troubling part of this parable today is the severe treatment of 
the timid slave.  He was afraid so he protected the master’s assets and 
made sure they weren’t squandered.  But why the severe punishment? 
Well maybe we are not really talking about money.  It’s more than the 
economy.  And we are not just talking about developing a skill set.  It’s 
more than reaching your potential.  Like all the parables Jesus is talking 
about the kingdom of God, a kingdom which is built on love.   
 
And love is different than gold and different than an aptitude for good 
craftsmanship.  As Merton points out, it has to be spent, has to be given 
away, has to be liberally and sometimes foolishly invested for there to 
be any gain.  If it if buried, and hidden away because of fear, is it really 
love at all?  If it is selfishly held on to and seeks it be somehow 
rewarded for its own benefit, is it really love at all?  If we get angry, and 
depressed because the investment of our love does not yield the 
desired reward, is it really love at all?   
 
 
 


