
Back at the beginning of Advent I offered a morning of reflection on what the 

bible says about the birth of Jesus, the infancy narratives as recorded in the 

Gospels of Matthew and Luke.  I used a book by Father Raymond Brown which 

drew this conclusion about the Christmas story as recorded in the Gospel of 

Matthew. He says, 

“When readers finish the infancy narrative, they have been given a whole Old 

Testament background from the Law and the prophets.  This is preparatory for the 

public appearance of Jesus, the kingly Messiah of the House of David and the 

unique Son of God, who will come from Galilee to be baptized by John”   

Today is the last day in the liturgical season of Christmas.  Last week we celebrated 

the coming of the Wisemen, the Magi, to pay homage to the new born king and 

then we managed to skip about 30 years in order to arrive at the baptism of Jesus. 

But as Raymond Brown points out the real purpose of Christmas is to bring us to 

this point, where Jesus, the Son of God launches his public life and begins to 

preach his mission of salvation.  And this beginning is marked by his baptism in 

the river Jordan by John the Baptist.   

Today’s feast should be a reminder to all of us about the importance and the need 

to live the grace of baptism in our own lives.  And what began for us in our 

baptism? 

In the Rite of Baptism when the water is blessed we hear recounted the history of 

salvation and how God used water as a sign of his divine grace.  The prayer of 

blessing speaks of the Spirit breathing on the waters at the moment of creation 

and the renewal of creation in the great flood of Noah’s ark. The prayer 

remembers how the Israelites were set free from slavery in Egypt by passing 

through the Red Sea.  It speaks of the water being consecrated by Jesus’ baptism, 

and how the blood and water that flowed from the side of our Lord at his 

crucifixion.   

As we look at these references we see the interplay between life and death.  

Water which gives life, but water which destroys.  We know this.  This rain we are 



getting would mean life in Australia but in a rain soaked river delta it could mean a 

destructive flood with many lost lives. 

In Paul’s letter to the Romans as he speaks about baptism, he says, ‘When we 

were baptized in Christ Jesus we were baptized into his death; in other words, 

when we were baptized we went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, 

so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too might live 

a new life.  If in union with Christ we have imitated his death, we shall also imitate 

him in his resurrection. “   

In the Rite of baptism for infants after the children are named and the parents and 

godparents promise to fulfill the duties of raising their children in the practice of 

the faith the priest or deacons says, “The Church of Christ welcomes you with 

great joy and in its name I claim you for Christ our Saviour by the sign of his cross.” 

And then he proceeds to trace the sign of the cross on the children’s forehead and 

invites the parents and godparents to do the same.   

When we reflect on baptism sometimes we forget the death part.  We see in 

baptism a joyous celebration of life but let’s not forget that in baptism we have 

been claimed for Christ by his cross.  What began for us in  Baptism?  Baptism is a 

death to the old, death to sin, death to that which prevents us from living the life 

God desires of us, death to self so that Christ can live within us.   


