
Homily for 24
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A. 

This week the readings speak to us of forgiveness. The Gospel tells us that 

forgiving others is essential if we want the Lord to forgive us, or more correctly, 

forgiving others is essential if we want to accept the Lord’s forgiveness in our own lives. 

Just to clarify the difference between forgiveness and reconciliation. Forgiveness is what 

I do after someone hurts me. Reconciliation is what “we” do after one of us hurts the 

other. Reconciliation is the restoration of the relationship. There cannot be reconciliation 

without forgiveness, but there can be forgiveness without reconciliation, because many 

times, the other person is not ready to reconcile, but that shouldn’t stop me/us from 

forgiving them. Forgiveness is something that I do; it is the interior disposition that I 

strive for after someone hurts me. 

Forgiving can be hard, so I thought we’d look at some obstacles to forgiveness 

that we can find in the first reading. “The vengeful person will face the Lord’s 

vengeance, because he keeps a strict account of their sins.” The first obstacle is being 

someone who keeps a record of another’s sins – think of the Gospel – the slave forgiven 

by his master has kept an account of his fellow slave’s debts. Having such a calculating 

mind can be an obstacle to accepting the Lord’s forgiveness. Such a mentality might be in 

a person who hangs on to past hurts, who cannot forgive because “what this person did to 

me”, or someone whose friendships are based on what’s in it for me; doing favours with 

“strings attached” in order to get paid back.  Calculating how people have offended me 

severely limits by ability to accept forgiveness from God – if we try and keep a record of 

who owes what, we become like the fellow in our Gospel, unable to forgive others, and 

we will realize that we cannot accept forgiveness from God because we can never pay 

Him back for what He has done for us. Forgiveness is an expression of love, it’s 

something that has to be given freely. Mother Teresa said “When one loves, one does not 

calculate.” 

The second obstacle to forgiveness in our first reading is harbouring anger or 

wrath towards those who have offended us. Anger, on its own, is morally neutral – it can 

be used for good or evil purposes. There is righteous anger (such as Jesus cleansing the 



Temple), and there is the anger that we probably think of when we think of anger – the 

descending whirlwind of raw emotions and revengeful thoughts. If we hang on to this 

type of anger, it can cause us to sin by directing our reason and will away from God. 

Anger over past hurts, when we allow it to control us, can be in the form of a latent 

bitterness and unforgiveness over past wrongs that festers for many years. Anger can be 

explosive, or it can be silently passive-aggressive, neither of which leads us to 

forgiveness. So choosing to be angry over something, or allowing our anger to keep 

reminding us of how much we’ve been offended, is a real obstacle to forgiving others. 

We can’t always control what angers us, but we can control our reaction to it in a way 

that pleases God. 

The first Reading also gives us the solution if we find it hard to forgive. 

“Remember the end of your life, and set enmity aside.” How insignificant the problems 

of today become when we are faced with eternity! If we live with an eternal outlook, we 

would be forced to consider what is truly important; that hanging onto resentment never 

has a positive outcome; to know that one day I will be before the judgement seat of God 

and have to give an account of my life.  

To forgive is an act of the will – I choose whether or not I will forgive. Practically, 

the interior disposition we should strive for in forgiving others is that I treat the other 

with kindness, that I would do good to them whenever I am able, that I don’t have any 

aversion, indignation, and hatred toward them, and that I don’t seek revenge. That’s what 

forgiveness is. To forgive someone does not mean that we need to return to the same 

friendship we had before, or that I have to decline or forgo any justice or restitution if 

they have injured me. Remember that forgiveness does not always equal reconciliation. 

To forgive means that I choose to love them, and in this way, I imitate the Lord himself, 

who is our model of forgiveness and steadfast love. 

 


