
A couple of weeks ago when Deacon Brian gave the homily the 
first reading that day was the Ten Commandments.  And 
Deacon Brian pointed out the Israelites, having been slaves for 
so long in Egypt, needed the law, and needed the 
commandments in order to bring order and structure to their 
relationships with God and with one another now that they 
would have to govern themselves.  No longer under the control 
of their overlords they needed ground rules and so God gave 
them the covenant in his law.   
 
Today, the first reading from the prophet Jeremiah, speaks of a 
new covenant.  "The days are surely coming says the Lord, 
when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah."  But this covenant will be a new law, not a 
law written on stone tablets but a law written on our hearts.   It 
will be an interior law that we find deep within us because we 
have come to know God, because we are his people.  “I will put 
my law within them, I will write it on their hearts.” 
 
Now we may listen to this passage and interpret it as stating 
that each one of us is a law onto ourselves.  We move beyond 
legalism and can escape from a rigid obedience and we can 
exercise more freedom.  We are not slaves but free.   
 
But in reality this new covenant is quite demanding.  When we 
fail to follow the law, when we sin we are not just being 
disobedient to a written edict, but we are betraying the one 
who loves us.  We are not just breaking the rules but we are 
breaking the heart of God.   
 
Now as Christians we have interpreted this passage in terms of 
Jesus.  Through Jesus, and in Jesus we have entered a new 
covenant, a new binding relationship with God. As we hear 
each time we celebrate Mass, "for this is the chalice of my 



blood, the Blood of the new and eternal covenant which will be 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins."  
(Repeat) The new covenant is a covenant in the blood of Jesus, 
in the death of Jesus.   
 
In the Gospel today, Jesus speaks about his impending death.  
"The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Very 
truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains but a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit.  The person who loves their life loses it, and the person 
who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.   
 
The Gospel concludes, "When I am lifted up from the earth I 
will draw all people to myself" and "Jesus said this to indicate 
the kind of death he was to die.” When lifted up on the cross he 
will draw all people to himself, when Jesus is lifted up on the 
cross God enters into a new covenant with us.  As Jesus is lifted 
up on the cross a new law is written on our hearts, a new law 
of perfect love.  A love revealed in Jesus who as the letter to the 
Hebrews tells us has become the source of eternal salvation for 
all who obey him.”   
 
 
 
 
 
  


