
Today we celebrate the great Solemnity of All Saints.  We honour all 

those who have gone before us, known and unknown, who have lived a 

life of sanctity, holiness and whom we believe now dwell in eternal 

beatitude in the kingdom of Heaven.   

What is the origin of this Feast Day?  In the 7th Century Pope Boniface 

IV dedicated the ancient Roman Temple, the Pantheon as a Christian 

Church.   You go to Rome today; it is a major tourist attraction.  As part 

of the dedication process, he had the bones of the Christian martyrs 

exhumed and reburied in the Pantheon.  No longer home of all the gods 

but now the home of all the saints.  The martyrs may have lost their 

lives in the Roman persecution of the Church but ultimately they gained 

the true victory- the crown of eternal life.  This dedication happened in 

May and was commemorated every year, a subsequent pope moved 

the observance to November and made it universal for the whole 

Church.  

The first reading today describes the heavenly worship.  In his vision 

Saint John sees a great multitude from every nation, from all tribes and 

nations and languages who are present before the throne of the Lamb, 

before Jesus.  And who are they John asks, “These are they who have 

come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

In a real sense the Feast Day of All Saints is meant to be a victory 

celebration, a celebration like those that celebrate a victory in battle, 

the winning of a war.   

But is that really a good image?  Our Gospel today comes from the 

beginning of the Sermon on the Mount- chapter 5 of the Gospel of St. 

Matthew, the Beatitudes.  And here Jesus lays out, shall we say, the 



battle plan for the Christian life.  Let us listen to what he says, “Blessed 

are the poor in spirit, the meek, those who mourn, the peacemakers,  

the merciful, the pure in heart.  Blessed are those who persecuted for 

righteousness sake; blessed are those persecuted because of me.  

Rejoice and be glad for your reward will be great in heaven.  (Repeat) 

Well if this is a battle cry, it is a very different battle cry.  If it is a battle 

plan, it is a very different battle plan.   

Our response to the psalm today, “This is the people that longs to see 

your face.”  This is the goal; this is what it means to be a saint- to see 

God face to face.  Are we planning our lives around this longing, this 

desire, this holiness, this beatitude, this happiness?  Do we long for the 

victory of the communion of the saints? 

 

 

 


