
Last week in the Gospel we heard Jesus begin his public ministry with 

the words, “Repent and believe in the Good News”. Repent, as Deacon 

Brian pointed out in his homily last week, is the English translation of 

the Greek word Metanoia.  A word that means “change in direction” an 

about face and heading off on a new path.  In this context repentance, 

to repent, is more than about feeling sorry; it is about changing the 

direction of one’s life, taking on a new way of thinking, a new way of 

doing things.   

One of the greatest stories of conversion is the story of St. Augustine.  

Augustine who lived a life of prestige, comfort and lust, changes his way 

in order to become one of the greatest theologians of the early Church.  

The story of his conversion as recorded in his “Confessions” is a 

testimony of the power of God’s work in his life and as Augustine 

examines his life he gives to us an almost psychological study of the 

working of God’s grace in the life of the human person.  St. Augustine 

writes about his coming to faith, “Late have I loved you, beauty so old 

and so new: late have I loved you. And see, you were within and I was 

in the external world and sought you there, and in my unlovely state I 

plunged into those lovely created things which you made. You were 

with me, and I was not with you. The lovely things kept me far from 

you, though if they did not have their existence in you, they had no 

existence at all. You called and cried out loud and shattered my 

deafness. You were radiant and resplendent, you put to flight my 

blindness. You were fragrant, and I drew in my breath and now pant 

after you. I tasted you, and I feel but hunger and thirst for you. You 

touched me, and I am set on fire to attain the peace which is yours.” 

You called and you cried out loud and you shattered my deafness. 

 



In the Gospel today, Jesus, as he begins his ministry of preaching is said 

to have an authoritative voice.  “They were astounded at his teaching, 

for he taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes”.  

And in the confrontation with the unclean spirit, it is his word that is 

effective in conquering and defeating evil.  “What is this? A new 

teaching- with authority! He commands even the unclean sprits, and 

they obey him.”  

When we look at St. Augustine and his confessions, in his life without 

God, he was obedient to the world, to external things, to his desires.  

These were voices to which he listened; the voices which he followed.  

But at the call of God, he heard another voice, a voice that took his life 

in a completely new direction. The old was set aside as he pursued God 

with all heart, mind and soul.   

Listening to the Gospel again today the people who heard Jesus were 

struck by the newness and the directness of his message.  He was not 

like the scribes.  The Jewish teachers, the rabbis, the lawyers, would 

always refer to the history of those who came before them.  Rabbi so 

and so said this, Rabbi so and so taught that.  There was always a list of 

experts who came before.  Kind of like me quoting Augustine today.  

But for us to be converted, to experience the grace of Metanoia, as the 

bible would say, is to have that voice direct in our lives.  We can know 

about Jesus but we really need to know him.  Somehow we have to give 

him a little more and ask for more so that we can say with St. 

Augustine.  “You called and you cried out loud and you shattered my 

deafness.”  We need to listen to God’s word and say with the people of 

today’s Gospel, “What is this? A new teaching- with authority! He 

commands even the unclean sprits, and they obey him.”  


