
Because of the internet we will live in an age of a surfeit of information.  

And everyone has an avenue to broadcast themselves in order to be 

heard and to be seen.  You can make your own Youtube video and get 

your message across.  

And the religious world, the Catholic world is not free from the plethora 

of broadcasts and messages.  As I peruse the internet each day there is 

some story, some video of significant importance.  A life changing 

conference, an uplifting homily, a definitive teaching that will change 

your life, an inspirational story, all there so that you can be inspired to 

give your life to Christ, get more out of Mass, discover the truth of the 

Bible, or sign-up to become a priest, because there is no life more 

awesome.   

Sometimes I look at these videos and feel very inadequate a bit of a 

failure.  That’s not my life and I am completely incapable of producing 

such fantastic cinematic productions. But then I take a second look at 

the little counter that indicates the number of views and realize that 

more people have heard my homily at Thursday morning Mass than 

bothered to watch this awe-inspiring, new-media relevant, professional 

production.   

In the Gospel today Jesus goes home to preach and he is not well 

received.  He is just too ordinary for the hometown crowd.  “Where did 

this man get all this?  What is this wisdom that has been given to him?  

What deeds of power are being done by his hands!  Is this not the 

carpenter the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas 

and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?  And they took 

offence at him.”  Somehow he failed to communicate the 

awesomeness of his message.  His social media savvy was lacking.  Or 



maybe the people were looking for flash and not for the true message.   

In what was for them the ordinary, there was actually hidden the 

prophetic Word of God. 

 

Father Thomas Merton in his book Contemplation in a World of Action 

wrote, 

“We are attempting to respond on impossible levels.  This is a highly 

destructive situation and when a person lives under this day after day 

the whole thing gets to be incomparably sick. People saying over and 

over again what those great values are and nobody experiencing them 

at all.  For you realize that the person who is giving you this enthusiastic 

pep talk doesn’t experience them either.  Better just to smell a flower 

in the garden or something like that than to have an inauthentic 

experience of a much higher value. Better to honestly enjoy the 

sunshine or some light reading than to claim to be in contact with 

something that is one is not in contact with at all.”   

In our search for God, in our attempt to hear God and know his word 

where are we looking?  For what are we looking?  Jesus was too 

ordinary for the people of his hometown today and so he could 

accomplish nothing there.  Don’t let that happen.  Search for the Word 

in the mundane.  Hear the Word and respond to the Word in the 

ordinary rhythms of life.  

 

 

 


