
It was a lovely day yesterday.  A lovely day to celebrate First Communion but alas 
like all of our special events these days it too was cancelled.  As will the 
ceremonies that should be taking place in these upcoming weeks.   

For the last few years the Scripture passage that we have used for the first 
communion Mass was the first reading from today’s Mass.  From the Acts of the 
Apostles, it describes the life of the first Christian community.  It describes how 
they lived their witness to Jesus risen from the dead, how they lived Easter.  They 
spent time together; they prayed in the temple.  They broke bread, celebrating 
the Eucharist in various houses; they ate together, praised God together and had 
the good-will of all people.   

The community of believers was meant to be together and to be together in the 
Eucharist, in the breaking of the bread.  But again today we cannot do so.  By 
grace of technology we can maintain some connection but it is not the same and 
we must pray fervently for that time to be able to come together again and to live 
our Christian communion with the Lord Jesus and with one another.   

This second Sunday of Easter is also known as Divine Mercy Sunday. The devotion 
of the Divine Mercy comes from the private revelation of our Lord to Saint 
Faustina Kowalska.  At this time, we are all seeking and crying out to God for 
mercy.   

And so as we turn to the Gospel for this Sunday, how do we see the manifestation 
of God’s mercy?   

The disciples are locked behind closed doors for fear of the authorities and the 
Risen Lord appears to them and extends to them peace, “Peace be with you.”  Let 
us hear those words today in a special way.  Jesus says to us in our anxiety, fear 
and restlessness-Peace be with you.  His mercy grants us peace. 

Secondly, there is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of sins.  
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any they are retained.”  The mercy of God is manifested in 
forgiveness.  The Church is given this grace to do what only God can do, grant 
forgiveness for our sins.  His mercy brings us forgiveness. 



Finally, when Jesus shows himself to Thomas- he says reach out and touch my 
hands, touch my side- see my wounds and know that it is me.  I am risen from the 
dead; I am alive but I still carry the marks of my suffering.  I suffered for you so 
that you too may have life.   His mercy will transform, will redeem our suffering.  
Do not doubt but believe. 

I began today by reflecting on the first reading from Acts, which describes the 
beauty of the early Christian community, full of zeal, life and joy.  First 
communion is cancelled; we cannot gather for Mass.  Their joy is not our joy. 
However, to some extent it describes the church through rose-coloured glasses.  
We do not have to read much further in the Acts of the Apostles to see that the 
first Christians were far from perfect.   

The second reading from the first letter of St. Peter, describes a different time in 
the life of the church, an older church, that is going through trials, that is 
persecuted and is suffering.  He writes, “In this you rejoice, even if now for a little 
while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith- 
being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire-may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  In 
this you find joy, even if for a time you must endure suffering. 

My friends, Jesus says to us today, “Do not doubt but believe!”  Believe in the 
power of my mercy, of the Divine Mercy.  Believe that despite this time of 
suffering-the joy of the early church, the joy of Easter is and may be ours. 

 

 


