
 

In order to write an Easter message I was looking back at what I had preached in 
Easter past when I realized that a year ago the world was in shock because of the 
horrific fire that had almost destroy Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, France.  A 
great tragedy but it pales in comparison to what the world is living through at this 
moment.   

Last year as part of my Easter homily I quoted the Archbishop of Paris, using his 
homily from the Mass of Chrism.  The Chrism Mass is a special Mass celebrated by 
the bishop, usually sometime during holy week, at which the holy oils are blessed 
for use in the parishes for the year.  This Mass takes its name from the Oil of 
Chrism, the consecrated oil, with a nice aroma, that is used in Baptism, 
Confirmation, at the ordination of priests and when altars and churches are 
consecrated.  The Archbishop said that the walls of Notre Dame were anointed 
with Chrism as a sign of that building being consecrated to God. He continued by 
saying so are we, in Confirmation we received the same anointing; we are 
consecrated to God through the power of the Holy Spirit.   

This year we must celebrate this most Holy Feast of Easter outside of our church 
buildings, away from the physical stones which make up the church.  But we have 
been anointed in our baptism and our confirmation to be living stones.  We are 
called therefore to live our faith in a way that reflects this awareness.  We may 
miss the physical place, we miss the community that gathers there but we have 
been anointed by the Spirit to proclaim Jesus as Risen from the dead. We may be 
afraid in our seclusion but Jesus is alive. 

When we read the accounts of the Resurrection we see that in each Gospel not 
only is there a sense of surprise but also fear. The disciples do not know what is 
going on.  In the Gospel of John, the disciples are locked in the upper room for 
fear of the authorities when Jesus appears to them. In Luke’s Gospel, on the Road 
to Emmaus, the disciples are fleeing Jerusalem because they are afraid that what 
has happened to Jesus may happen to them.  In the Gospel of Mark the women 
who have gone to the tomb that Easter morn flee from the empty tomb, “for 



terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they 
were afraid.” 

This Easter I believe a real fear has seized the world.  Far different than the fear of 
the first disciples, but we are afraid.  We are afraid but still we must allow Jesus to 
enter that fear, to help us overcome it.  We are afraid, but today is Easter; Jesus is 
risen from the dead.   We are afraid; we are alone, separated from our Parish 
community, from family and friends.  We are alone but we have been anointed by 
the Holy Spirit, we are living stones and despite our fear, our anxieties, our grief, 
we announce that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.   

 

 


