
In today’s Gospel the question is posed to Jesus, “Will only a few be saved?” As 

we listen to His response today we have to hear it through the lens of the Jewish 

faith at His time. 

The Jews were God’s chosen people.  They were special; they have a special 

mission. We read in the Old Testament repeatedly that of all the nations of the 

world God chose them as His own.  So the question is about that nationalistic 

view of salvation.  Do you have to be part of the correct nation in order to have a 

seat at the table in the kingdom of God? And Jesus’ response challenges this view; 

you may think that you have a place at the table but others will come; an 

unexpected people will take your spot at the table in the Kingdom of God.  This is 

early Christian theology, read the letters of St. Paul, outsiders-the gentiles, in 

Christ are now to be included in the people of God. 

What is the context for this question today?  How do we talk about salvation? 

Charles Taylor is a Canadian academic, professor emeritus from McGill and one of 

his areas of study is the rise of secularism.  In his book a Secular Age he lays out 

his thesis which meanders through a lot of history and philosophy and uses too 

many words, but at the beginning of his book he sets out this definition. 

“I would like to claim that the coming of modern secularity, in my sense, has been 

coterminous with the rise of a society in which for the first time in history a purely 

self-sufficient humanism came to be a widely available option.  I mean by this a 

humanism accepting no final goals beyond human flourishing.  Of no previous 

society was this true… A secular age is one in which the eclipse of all goals beyond 

human flourishing becomes conceivable; or better, it falls within the range of an 

imaginable life for masses of people.”  No final goals beyond human flourishing.   

In this context the question of salvation is very different, in fact I would say the 

question becomes moot. If there are no final goals beyond human flourishing 

would I be looking for salvation and if I am, it would be defined as something that 

I attained through my own effort, making my own kingdom, not entering the 

kingdom of God.   



So for us the question is not so much will only a few be saved but what is 

salvation?  And am I looking for it?  

Jesus offers us the grace of salvation, which is essentially the gift of eternal life. 

And what is eternal life, the perfection of my personality, the fulfillment of my 

dreams in a place called heaven? No, it is a losing of personality in the person of 

God.  It is not about my dreams but the vision of God. As such it is a life that 

doesn’t wait for a place called heaven, it begins today.  As such it is a life greater 

than what Taylor would call “human flourishing”.   Because it is a life that as the 

second reading tells us is not destroyed by the lack of human flourishing. Lift your 

drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, be healed, be saved.  In Christ 

human decay and death leads to redemption not failure and despair.  

When we say salvation is a grace, it means it is a gift from God.  We receive it; we 

can’t make it on our own, we can’t claim it on our own.  Therefore at the heart of 

being saved is an act of humility.  Humility is the narrow door.  In our relationship 

with God is there gratitude? Thank you Lord.  Is there generosity?   When my life 

flourishes do I share with those who have not?  Am I detached?  When life no 

longer flourishes do I become despondent and bitter?  And do I repent of my sins?  

In my moral darkness do I seek forgiveness of my sins?  

 

 

 

 

 

 


