
Within John’s Gospel the miracles of Jesus are called ‘signs’, in other 
words, what is most important, is not the miracle itself, but the reality, 
the truth, to which it points.  As we listen to today’s Gospel, as Jesus 
speaks about the death of Lazarus he says, “this illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.”  And so the miracle is meant to reveal something 
about Jesus and to point us in the direction of faith in Him.   
The signs are always about Jesus.  How does the Gospel conclude? 
“those who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him.”   
 
If we ask the question, what happens next? John makes it clear that 
because of the power of this miracle the authorities begin to see Jesus 
as a threat; the plot to kill him begins and Lazarus is caught up in at as 
well.  Because Lazarus has been touched by Christ he is bringing others 
to faith in Jesus and so a plot to eliminate him is put in place.   The 
scriptures do not tell us exactly what happens to Lazarus but he will be 
persecuted because of Jesus.  Despite being rescued from the tomb he 
will die another day.  The raising of Lazarus from the dead does not 
establish him in some safe, peaceful spot where he is protected from 
harm.  He wasn’t raised from the dead for his own sake but to give 
witness to Christ.   
 
I think for many of us in these days it feels like we are in a tomb,  a 
tomb of anxiety, foreboding, and fear for the future.  We are looking to 
be raised from the dead.  But the real question is how do we follow 
Jesus?  How do we trust in him?  How do we allow him to scatter that 
darkness and have faith in him?  I do not have any easy answers. 
 
Father John and I have been having an hour of Eucharistic adoration 
each evening after supper; a time of silent prayer before the Lord Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament.  As part of that hour I have taken to reading a 
couple of chapters of the Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis.  It is a 



classic of the spiritual life.  The last two days the reflections have been 
about not being attached to the things of this world, the comforts of 
this world, the riches of this world, of always keeping in mind that 
death can come anytime.  Not an easy message to take in, but as 
Thomas a Kempis tells us it is the path to true holiness. 
 
On Good Friday we read the Passion of Jesus from the Gospel of John 
and for John Jesus despite being led to his death is always in charge.  He 
lays down his life freely.  It is the moment of revelation of God’s glory. 
It’s as if despite the darkness that is encroaching Jesus is always 
surrounded by a gentle light.  The light cannot be extinguished. 
 
May I suggest that sometime in the coming days to read the Passion of 
St. John (13:1-19:42) and reflect on these words of Holy Scripture.  The 
darkness may surround us but the light of Christ is always there.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


