
In Greek mythology there is the story of the Titan Prometheus.  

Prometheus is neither God nor human but in between the two.  He 

steals the fire of the gods and gives it to humanity.  Having fire, 

humanity is able to progress and grow in civilization, but poor 

Prometheus is punished severely for this transgression. Each day an 

eagle eats out his liver, which grows back overnight for the eagle to 

return for all eternity.   One of the morals of the story is that humanity 

is not meant to have the fire of the gods.  The power of God is not ours.  

It has to be stolen.   

The other week I was watching the original Indiana Jones movie on 

Netflix, The Raiders of the Lost Ark.  The Ark of the Covenant contained 

the original tablets of the 10 Commandments that Moses received at 

Mt Sinai.  The Ark was a sacred relic that the Israelites carried with 

them as a sign of God’s presence.  At the end of the movie when the 

bad guys open the Ark what happens?  Fire, lightening, death and 

destruction, they get burned.  Don’t touch the fire of God or you will 

pay.    

Today we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus to Heaven.  He returns to 

the Father where he is seated at His right hand.  He takes the seat of 

the power of God.  But from there he gives us his life.  For Jesus, the 

Son of God does not sit on God’s throne in order to be the tyrant who 

clings to his power, might and treasure.  Jesus shares his life with us.   

In the Gospel, Jesus tells the disciples that they too will share in the 

power of his miracles.  “By using my name they will cast out demons; 

they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, 

and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay 

their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 



And in the letter to the Ephesians St Paul makes this prayer on our 

behalf.  “I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to 

know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 

of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 

the working of his great power.” 

Here St. Paul speaks of the one to whom all power and dominion have 

been given; he speaks of the one who reigns from his throne in heaven.  

He speaks of Jesus who has given us an inheritance, a share in his own 

divine life.  There is no fire to steal; it is freely given. 

In the Gospel today Jesus announces that the believer, in his name, will 

be able to perform great signs, will show signs of God’s power.  While 

visiting schools, depending on what shows the kids are watching on TV, 

especially in that grade 4-6 age, they will ask the priest, “Can you do 

exorcisms?  Can you cast out evil spirits?”  Of course, every blessing, 

every praying of the Our Father is a casting out of evil.  Which is of 

course not what they are talking about, they want to know if you are 

going to star in the next remake of The Exorcist.   

But the priest each time he hears confessions, extends God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. Each time he anoints the sick, channels God’s healing 

power.  Each time he celebrates Mass he feeds us with Jesus’ Body and 

Blood.  Do we realize that this is the true fire of God?  It is the life that 

God imparts freely. We don’t need to steal it but simply receive it.   


