
In his Gospel St. Matthew portrays Jesus in such a way that we will understand him 
to be the New Moses.  And one of the ways he does this is the manner in which he 
describes Jesus as teacher and interpreter of the law. 
 
Today’s Gospel comes from the Sermon on the Mount.  The Sermon on the Mount 
begins with the well-known Beatitudes, blessed are the poor in spirit, the meek, 
the peacemakers and so on. But Saint Matthew initiates the Sermon on the Mount 
by stating that, “Jesus went up the Mountain and began to teach.” 
 
Now Moses went up the mountain, Mount Sinai, the receive God’s law, the 10 
commandments.  Jesus goes up the mountain and gives us God’s law.  And in 
today’s reading Jesus is expanding on and commenting on the 10 commandments.   
“You have heard it said. Thou shall not murder, thou shall not commit adultery, 
thou shall not swear falsely but I say to you...”  Jesus takes the law and asks us to 
go deeper, to root out evil desires and to strive to interiorize the law in spirit so 
that our actions will be faithful to God’s commands.   
 
The first reading from the Book of Sirach begins with these words, “If you choose, 
you can keep the commandments, and they will save you.  If you trust in God, you 
too shall live, and to act faithfully is a matter of choice.”  (Repeat) 
 
The question arises, what is our attitude towards the law, the Law of God? Sirach 
tells us that faithfulness to the law is life; it is salvation. But is it? 
 
In his book “The Drama of Atheist Humanism” the late Father Henri De Lubac 
quotes the words of the philosopher Andre Gide as he explores the thought of the 
German thinker Friederich Nietzsche.  I know I have used this quote before but it’s 
a good one.   
 
Traditionally the big philosophical questions asked are, “Who are we?”, “What is 
our origin?  Where are we going?”, “What is truth?”  “What is the meaning of 
Life?’  But to quote,  “Since Nietzsche, and with Nietzsche, a new question has 
arisen… and not so much as one that is grafted on those other questions but as 
one that brushes them aside and takes their place…  What it asks is what is 
mankind capable of?  What is man capable of?  That question is coupled with the 
terrible perception that man could have been something different, could have 



been more and could yet be more.  That question is peculiarly the atheist’s 
question.”   
 
With this outlook, with this basic philosophy of life, the notion of fidelity to God’s 
law, even the idea that God exists, is something rather nonsensical. If there is a 
God there would always be someone who is above, who is more and I would have 
to be less.  
 
But as we listen to these words we may say, “how does that apply to me?’  Am I 
that arrogant and proud?  Sure there may be the occasional despots who run 
rampant, living as a law unto themselves but that’s not me.  Maybe true, but have 
I rejected the basic philosophy?  Where do I seek direction for my life? 
 
Hardly a day goes by without hearing a story about a crisis in mental health, 
especially amongst young people. One of the culprits, social media.  As we scroll 
through our devices what do we see? Other people whose lives are more, capable 
of so much more, living great lives without constraint.  That’s not me and I can’t 
get there.  The consequence: anxiety, depression, despair.   
 
So maybe there is another word, another voice that we need to pay more 
attention to?  The second reading today from Corinthians speaks of a different 
wisdom, a wisdom that is not of this age, not of the rulers of this age, the word of 
God, the law of God, the wisdom of God.  Something that is truly more.  For as St. 
Paul says, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him.” 
 


