
As I mentioned in last week’s message to the parish, as we move through the 
Easter season, the Word of God moves us from the experience of the Resurrection 
to the theme of mission.  Easter begins with the apostolic witness that the tomb is 
empty; Jesus appears to the disciples shows himself to be alive but as we move 
towards Pentecost we begin to focus more and more on the mission of the Church.  
How do we share and spread the Good News that Jesus is Risen from the Dead.   

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is known as Good Shepherd Sunday- a special day of 
prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  This year this Sunday 
comes at the beginning of the week in which both Father John and I celebrate our 
anniversaries of ordination. Tomorrow May 4th Father John celebrates his first 
anniversary and on Wednesday May 6th I will celebrate 25 years of priesthood, but 
alas the party will have to wait.  Again, as I mentioned in my letter, how do we live 
our mission as priests during this time of pandemic, of closure and social isolation?  
It is not easy.   

Like many of you we find it difficult to give meaning and purpose to our day.  We 
struggle to find a reason to get out of bed in the morning.  How do we live our 
vocations in this time? 

Well a couple of thoughts. 

First when we look at Jesus his time of mission was pretty brief. As he begins to 
preach and call the first disciples, the Gospels tell us that he was about 30 years 
old.  What was he doing up until then?  We call them the hidden years, the years 
he spent with his family in Nazareth, the years that he was known as the son of a 
carpenter.  We know nothing about this unseen life other than that it was a 
preparation for his mission.  Let us think about that for a moment. Let us somehow 
use this hidden time, this unseen time in order to examine our lives; how faithful 
have I been to the mission entrusted to me.  How can I live my vocation more 
fully?  How can I grow in holiness? 

The month of May is in a special way dedicated to Mary the Mother of God.  Her 
maternal care for Jesus, her maternal care for the first disciples and her maternal 



care for us is one of accompaniment.  Our mothers want to see us succeed in all 
that we do.  But when we fail, when we are unable to do, there is no one like a 
mother whose presence, whose love embraces us in time of sadness, loss and 
pain.  The Holy Father has asked us in a particular way to pray the rosary each day 
of May for healing in this time of the pandemic... Let us pray in a special way 
during May for Mary’s intercession for our families and for our world.   

And finally let us allow Jesus to truly be our Shepherd, to be his sheep, to be 
members of his flock.   

The spiritual writer, Father Richard Rohr, defined faith in this way, "Faith is having 
the security to be insecure, the security to live in an identity other than our own 
and to find our value and significance in that larger union…and it always feels like 
dying.  Every moment toward union will be experienced as a loss of self-
importance and a loss of control.”   

Faith is the security to live in an identity other than our own and to find our value 
and significance in that larger union. .. and it always feels like dying.  We are not 
able to do; to be busy about our work and so we are lost. But how often do we 
simply think it is our work to do when in reality it is his work.  The Lord doesn’t 
need us but we do need him.  So, let him be for us the Good Shepherd.  “I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly.”  Even though we may feel lost; we 
are distressed; we feel that life has lost its footing.  Jesus is still our Good 
Shepherd; he leads us across the dark waters of death; he revives our spirits. He 
came that we might have life and still desires to give it to us abundantly.   

 


