
Bishop Robert Barron is the auxiliary bishop of Los Angeles and the Catholic guru 

of all things social media.  He regularly comments on current events, social media 

trends and of course movies and TV programs.  This past week he wrote a 

commentary on the Netflix series “The Crown” which is a fictional account, based 

on real life events, of the life and reign of Queen Elizabeth.  The latest season was 

just released and he praises the program for its attempt to not shy away from the 

question of religion and faith and how these realities affected the Royal family.  

When Barron talks about movies he always gives a spoiler alert so if you are 

watching the series and want to be surprised plug your ears. 

In the latest season we meet Princess Alice of Greece, Prince Philip’s mother. She 

is a deeply religious woman who actually ends her life as an Orthodox nun.  She 

tells Philip that he must find his faith because faith is important, it is in fact 

everything, a statement he does not really take to heart.  Later in the season, 

Philip is depressed, despondent, somewhat lost, not sure of the relevancy of his 

royal life.  During this phase the Americans are sending astronauts to the moon 

and the prince becomes obsessed with this journey.  For this is real life, heroic, a 

life of greatness, purpose and meaning.   

As part of his royal duties Philip is asked to meet a group of Anglican clergy who 

are going through their own rough time, burned out, tired and lost in their 

ministry.  But instead of giving support he is dismissive.  He speaks about the 

astronauts who are actually doing something great with their lives.  You priests 

need to buck up and get with the tour.   

Later Philip actually gets to meet the astronauts and in addition to asking 

questions about the technicalities of space travel he asks philosophical questions 

about meaning, purpose, insight.  How did going to the moon inspire you, change 

your life?  They are however not really interested in his intense questions about 

meaning and purpose but are more interested in the perks of living in a palace 

and being married to the Queen of England. 

As Barron says a light goes on in Prince Philipp’s mind.  He then pays a visit to the 

Anglican priests, apologizes and asks them for prayers and help with his own 

problems. 



During Advent, we wait in preparation for the coming of the Messiah.  What is a 

messiah?  Messiah is a Hebrew word meaning the anointed one.   

The one marked with oil, the one anointed by God for a specific mission.  The 

priests, the prophets, the kings were anointed ones.  In Greek the word is Christ. 

When we say Jesus Christ we are saying Jesus the anointed one.   

Now in the Old Testament, who was the greatest messiah?  The anointed one that 

was admired the most, King David, the shepherd boy who killed the giant Goliath 

and made Israel great.  So when John the Baptist sends his disciples to ask, “Are 

you the one to come or are we to await for another?” he is asking.  Are you the 

messiah?  A messiah of greatness and heroism like King David?  What kind of 

messiah are you? 

And what is Jesus' answer?  Look at what I am doing, "The blind receive their 

sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised 

and the poor have good news brought to them."  In other words the messiah is 

about mercy, and compassion, curing illness, and strengthening the lost, poor and 

forsaken.  The messiah is a healer and not the warrior that would restore the 

Jewish people to a lost greatness.    

The 3rd Sunday of Advent, is known as Gaudate Sunday, we light the pink candle 

and we have Rose vestments.  Gaudate- means rejoice.  Today is the Sunday of 

joy, the joy of salvation.  But what do we mean by salvation?  In what do we 

rejoice?   Accomplishment, greatness, heroism, or healing, forgiveness and 

mercy?  Do we rejoice in the messiahs who are able to go to the moon and back 

or do we rejoice in the true messiah who died on the cross for the salvation of the 

world.   

   

 


