
In an ancient Christmas sermon, the bishop St. Peter Chrysologus, 

preached that, “In choosing to be born for us, God chose to be known 

by us.” (repeat) 

As we listen to the Christmas Gospel, once the shepherds have received 

the angelic message, they say to each other, “Let us go to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has been made known to us.”  And so Christmas 

begins this process of God’s revelation. In Jesus, God shows himself to 

us so that we can know God. 

So, what was made known to the shepherds?  Well, that first Christmas 

night, in Bethlehem, the city of David was born a Saviour who is Christ 

the Lord.  And you will find a child wrapped in swaddling clothes and 

lying in a manger.   

So, what have we come to know?  That in the Incarnation, Jesus is God 

in the flesh. And that by becoming flesh God humbly bends down 

towards us, became a human being, shared in our human existence so 

that we could one day share in the very life of God.   

But this sharing in the life of God means we have to move towards 

Easter.  As I was preparing for this homily I was going through the 

breviary, the official prayer book of the church and reading the 

different Christmas sermons that are part of the daily prayer during the 

Christmas season. I was struck by how many of them spoke of 

Christmas in Easter terms.  Jesus was born for us so that he could die 

for us. When Jesus died on the cross he conquered, conquered sin and 

death.  The grave could not hold him.  He is risen from the dead.  He 

was born for us so that we too may come to possess the joys of the 

resurrection, that we too may come to eternal life.  

To know God is to know the power of the death and resurrection of 

Jesus.   



The Christmas Gospel tells us the that Jesus was laid in a manger.  The 

food trough of the animals.  In English we miss the connection but 

manger, manger in French, mangiare in Italian- to eat.   

What did Jesus do the night before he died?  He gave himself to us as 

bread and wine. In the Eucharist Jesus is the Bread of Life, the food that 

nourishes us.  He feeds us.  Each time we celebrate the Eucharist the 

power of the Cross is before us again.  Each Mass is a pledge of the 

resurrection, to eternal life.   

To know God is to know of the Lord’s true presence in the Eucharist.   

In choosing to be born for us God, God chose to be known by us.   

Do we know Jesus? In the Incarnation? In the humility of his birth at 

Bethlehem?   

Do we know Jesus?  In the Eucharist? In his presence in the Holy 

Sacrament of the altar? 

Do we know Jesus? In the Paschal mystery, in the power of his death 

and resurrection? 


