
In today’s Gospel what is the reaction of those who think that they 

have been unfairly treated by the owner of the vineyard when they 

realize that they who have worked during the heat of the whole day 

will receive exactly the same wage as those who have worked only a 

couple of hours? What do they do?  They grumble?  “Now when the 

first came,they thought they would receive more;but each of them also 

received the usual daily wage.  And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one 

hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 

of the day and the scorching heat.’ 

And this act of grumbling, murmuring, complaining is seen throughout 

the Scriptures.  The Israelites as they wandered those 40 years 

throughout the desert would grumble and complain to God and to 

Moses.  Why did you bring us out into this desert?  We are bored with 

this manna, this bread from heaven.  Can’t we have something better?  

The gift of God was no longer a gift so they complain. 

Jesus when he cures on the Sabbath, when he welcomes the sinner, 

when he dines with the tax-collectors.  The scribes and the Pharisees 

grumble and murmur against Jesus. Does he not know that it is 

forbidden to work on the Sabbath? Does he not know the people with 

whom he is eating? That they are sinners?  They cannot see God acting 

through and in Jesus; they can’t see the gift of God so they begin to plot 

against Jesus.  

What about us?  We are so conditioned to measuring and comparing.  

We are so conditioned to seeing things in terms of fair and unfair, just 

and unjust, that we really have a hard time grasping this Gospel today.  



If we were there we too would murmur and complain against the 

landowner.  Would we fail to see the graciousness; the gift of God? 

As we read the Gospel today it should lead us to recognize the primacy 

of grace.  What does that mean?   It is to view life from the point of a 

gift received.  And especially to see the grace of salvation as a gift we 

cannot merit; we cannot earn the gift of eternal life.  It must be 

received freely from the hands of God.  We do not receive it as a wage 

for our hard work.   But of course once we recognize the gift we have 

received we are willing to work hard to build the kingdom of God.   

And recognizing the primacy of grace can help transform our lives. 

The last couple of Sundays we have heard a message of 

forgiveness/reconciliation.  When we recognize the grace of God’s 

forgiveness in our lives it is easier to forgive others.   

When we are jealous of what others have and do and are able to 

accomplish.   We see that before God we are all equal. Nothing can get 

in the way of God’s love for us.   

When our pride has been wounded; we feel belittled; let down we 

don’t look to the world to pick us up we turn to God to who will raise us 

up in his mercy. 

When we begin to grumble and complain listen to these words of Jesus’ 

“Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 

you envious because I am generous?’ 

‘For the last will be first and the first will be last’ 

 



 

 


