
As we gather today on this last weekend of June, we are 

thinking about summer. School will be out this week, next 

weekend is the Canada Day long weekend.   We are in summer 

hours and vacation mode.  The other day, listening to the radio 

in my car there was an advertisement for a sale, don’t 

remember what kind of store it was but they were declared it 

to be the “half-way to boxing day sale” (repeat). 

Well today we celebrate the Birth of St. John the Baptist which 

is essentially our half-way to Christmas celebration.  In the 

Church’s calendar there are two birthdays given the rank of 

solemnity, the birth of Jesus at Christmas and the birth of John 

the Baptist today.  And as we read the opening chapters of the 

Gospel of Luke we see this thread.  There are two parallel 

stories which follow God’s initiative as both John the Baptist 

and Jesus come to be born.   

But why is John the Baptist so significant?  He is a very 

important biblical figure.  He is considered to be the last of the 

Old Testament prophets.  He stands as a bridge, a link between 

the people of Israel and us, the people of the New Covenant.   

In the three synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, John 

baptizes Jesus in the River Jordan after which Jesus launches his 

public ministry and is seen to be the long-expected Messiah.  In 

the Gospel of John he points out Jesus to the first of the 



Apostles.  “Behold the Lamb of God”- go follow him. Don’t 

follow me but follow Jesus.   

And in the end- king Herod has him executed.  He dies as a 

witness to Jesus; he dies a martyr’s death.   

John’s entire life was about bearing witness to Jesus and as we 

celebrate his birth today the scriptures situate that mission in 

his life from the very beginning of his existence.   When the 

pregnant Virgin Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth, the scriptures 

tell us that John leapt in his mother’s womb.  Even before he 

was born he gave witness to our Lord.   

To celebrate a birthday is to celebrate where we came from?  It 

is to celebrate our history.  One of the earliest heresies in the 

early church, from the second century was Marcionism.  

Marcion dismissed the Old Testament.  The new revelation that 

we received in Jesus Christ makes irrelevant and unnecessary 

the story of God’s interaction with the Jewish people.   

And as we read the account of the birth of John the Baptist we 

understand that the opposite is true.   His history, our history, is 

intimately bound with the history of Israel.  His parents were 

devout Jews; his mother was a descendant of Aaron; his father 

was priest who exercised ministry in the Jerusalem temple.  

John the Baptist is a descendant of Abraham, he is the child of a 

priest; he is a Jewish prophet.  And he is the immediate 

precursor to Jesus.  It is through contact with John that people 



are first opened- to hearing the word preached by Jesus.  It is 

through contact with the Old Testament that we too are 

opened to receiving the Gospel of Christ.   

The story of the Old Testament is a complicated story.  We find 

heroes and fiends, saints and sinners, faithfulness and deceit.  It 

reflects the human story, it reflects my story.  So as we reflect 

on John the Baptist today.  Let us reflect on our story, the story 

of God’s people as recorded in the scriptures, our story as the 

people today and our personal story. And as we listen to that 

story let it become for us a pre-cursor, a preparation to hear 

and to respond to the greater story of salvation, of the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ.   

 

 


