
As we come to the Mount of the Ascension today the readings will 

point us in the direction of evangelizing. As Jesus departs for Heaven he 

commissions the disciples.  In the Gospel of Mark he says “Go, go into 

the world and announce the Good News, announce the Gospel.   From 

the Acts of the Apostles, “See you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 

and you will be my witnesses”  You will give testimony to me.   

The message coming from the Ascension- Proclaim, teach, baptize, 

witness, work signs.  Share the Good News, share the Gospel that you 

have received.  But as the Apostles look up what do they see?  They see 

Jesus returning from where he came.  Jesus, the Son of God returns to 

the Father.  And so the Ascension is not only an act of mission, but it is 

an act of worship and act of adoration.   

And to be true to the Gospel we have to hold them together. 

I have been ordained now for 26 years and I would like to share with 

you something that I have heard on more than one occasion in 

gatherings in which priests are reflecting on their life.   

Those of you of a certain age would remember what happened at the 

time of the Second Vatican Council.  That was the time that the mass 

went from being celebrated exclusively in Latin to the use of the 

vernacular.  Churches were renovated to allow for the priest to say the 

mass facing the congregation, lay people took on more roles in the 

liturgy and there was an openness to  different forms of music and 

cultural expressions.   

On more than one occasion when we priests would be gathered at a 

seminar or study days and the topic was the Second Vatican Council the 

question was posed to the priests who lived through those days to 

describe what happened with regards to the changes in the Mass.   

What was it like and what was the effect on your priesthood?  More 



often than not  there was just a shrug of the shoulders.  You know it 

just happened, we got through the confusion, that was that- no big 

deal.   

There was much more to be said about parish councils, school 

administration, lay involvement, ecumenism and a new openness in 

academic study. 

But virtually no reaction to the radical change in the liturgy, in how they 

prayed- something that would have affected their daily lives.  What was 

missing? 

To quote Pope Benedict, “The Eucharist is the mystery where the 

Church participating in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ fulfills its innermost 

mission, the adoration of the true God.  Divine worship is a matter of 

life and death for the Church.  If it is no longer possible to bring the 

faithful to worship God, in such a way that they themselves perform 

this worship, then the Church has failed in its task and can no longer 

justify its existence.” (repeat) 

The words of the Ascension are very task oriented.  Go preach, teach, 

baptize, bear witness.  There is work to be done.  But if we do not first 

kneel in adoration, gaze up in worship of the Son who is returning to 

the Father-than is there really any purpose to the work we are doing?  

As Jesus ascends into heaven today, do we know why we are engaged 

in the work?  Do we worship as God him who has commissioned us to 

spread the Good News? 

 

 


