
Dear friends of St. Paul’s 

In our Gospel for this upcoming Sunday a lawyer will ask Jesus, “Teacher, which commandment 

in the Law is the greatest?”  To which Jesus tells us that we are to love God with all of our 

heart, soul and mind and to love our neighbour as ourselves. 

In the Gospel of Luke the encounter with the lawyer is further developed when the lawyer will 

ask, “Who is my neighbour?”  And in response Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan.  

Our neighbour is anyone in need.   In that parable Jesus challenges a narrow understanding of 

who we can call neighbour.  The command to love our neighbour is expansive. 

At the beginning of October Pope Francis issued his third encyclical entitled, Fratelli Tutti, 

(Brothers All) in which he reflects on fraternity and social friendship.  The Pope reflects 

extensively on the parable of the Good Samaritan.  He writes, “It speaks to us of an essential 

and often forgotten aspect of our humanity: we were created for a fulfillment that can only be 

found in love.  We cannot be indifferent to suffering; we cannot allow anyone to go through life 

as an outcast.” (68)  

That being said, how difficult are these days of the pandemic for us to live this shared 

humanity?  To be like the Good Samaritan?  We cannot visit the sick and the dying.  We cannot 

embrace those who are grieving.  We cannot visit those who are in need.  Here at St. Paul’s 

there will be no CWL bazaar this year, a moment of community, but also a source of funds for 

so many worthy charitable causes.  At the recent Knights of Columbus meeting, we had to 

acknowledge that the pandemic severely limits outreach. The Saint Vincent de Paul Society, as 

they plan for the Angel Tree program recognize that there will be much less personal 

interaction as they try to help people this Christmas.   

Normally, when we read the parable of the Good Samaritan we read it as a form of 

examination of conscience.  How am I, or how am I not, like the Good Samaritan?  But there is 

also a tradition of reading the story from a different perspective.  Many early Christian 

sermons on this parable spoke of Jesus as the Good Samaritan.  It wasn’t so much about us, as 

about our Lord.  Jesus is our Saviour.  Jesus is the neighbour who comes to the aid of a broken  

humanity, tends to the wounded soul at the side of the road.   

So my friends as we struggle during these days of the pandemic we must not feel guilty to 

admit that sometimes, of all the characters in the parable, we are the wounded soul lying at 

the side of the road.  And from that place let us allow Jesus to tend to our pain, our wounds, 

our anxieties, our loneliness, and our sins.   

 



 

Announcements: 

 We have not yet reached capacity at any of our regular parish masses so there is still 

room for those who may desire to come.  We have good protocols in place so it is safe. 

 The St. Paul’s Knight of Columbus would like to thank everyone who supported the 

charity bottle drive last weekend.  It was a great success. 

 We are still looking for volunteers to help with seating at all mass.  If interested please 

contact Arden Ouellette at stpaulcyo@gmail.com  

 A reminder that every Friday we have adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 9:30 

to 10:30 am 

 On First Friday adoration is until noon and there will be a second mass at 7pm 

followed by adoration.  Confessions are also heard after mass. 

 On November 2nd –All Soul’s Day we will have an extra Mass at 7pm.  This year there 

will be no Book of Life because of the Covid-restrictions.   

 We have opened up registration for First Communion and Confirmation for the 

current Grade 2 and Grade 7 classes. The forms are on the parish website.  

 Thanks to all who are making sure to send in their Sunday offerings.  E-transfers can 

be sent paul22@cogeco.ca.  Please make sure that you put your envelope number in 

the message.  If you would like to support the special diocesan collection, you can 

indicate that in the message.   

 

 

Join us for Mass 9 am Sunday on Facebook Live 

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulTheApostleBurlingtonOntario/ 
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